
We areare still under the “Stay at Home Order”,  
  We are asking everyone to Pray at Noon everyday, the  “Prayer 
of Mercy”. Anyone can listen to the prayer by going to our web-
site: stpeterstr.org   If you need a copy, please leave a message at 
on the church voicemail & Jan will mail a copy.         

Worship Anew (“Formerly “Worship for Shut-ins”)  
April 26, 2020 – Third Sunday of Easter 

 Psalm 116:1-14; 1 Peter 1:17-25; Luke 24:13-35    

Have It GOD’S Way!” Sermon Text: Luke 24:13-35                     
By: Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer   

Does God’s gift of faith come from a set menu, or is it served up à 
la carte? In what ways are we “slow of heart” to believe all that 
God’s Word tells us?   In His conversation with two Emmaus-
bound disciples, the risen Lord Jesus Christ reveals the challenges 
and possibilities of a faith humbly determined to Have It GOD’S 
Way! 

 Viewing options listed:   Grand Rapids WTLJ-DT 24 (TCT) Sunday11:30 a.m.  
- Kalamazoo WJPG-LD 26 (TCT)  - Elkhart on Comcast Cable: CH 26  - 
Elkhart on Direct TV: CH 377  or  Dish Network: CH 54 

 For more information search online: WorshipAnew.org        
 

 OTHER WORSHIP RESOURCES THAT ARE ON THE HOME 
PAGE OF THE WEBSITE  

Lutheran Hour Ministries -Has daily devo-
tions,  and more 

 LCMS Best Podcasts—These are Pod-
casts from other LCMS churches from all 
over the U.S. 

KFUO Radio -Christ For You  - Music, Prayer, Meditations and more 

We believe that God has          
called us to…        
 

 Reach Out to All 
 Embrace His Gifts 
 Announce His Coming 
 Commit to Christian Living 
 Honor His Word 

         St. Peter’s Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
stpeterstr.org                        

 

3rd Sunday in Easter   

April 26, 2020 

https://a6203d00-0855-4315-b6f4-4dbd27d3f66d.filesusr.com/ugd/9d9278_53989081afb24e1b9de46b145d7f2848.pdf
https://a6203d00-0855-4315-b6f4-4dbd27d3f66d.filesusr.com/ugd/9d9278_53989081afb24e1b9de46b145d7f2848.pdf
https://www.lhm.org/
https://player.fm/podcasts/Lcms
https://www.kfuo.org/2020/03/20/lutheran-ladies-lounge-episode-26-hymn-sing-with-sarah-lent-holy-week/


 
The Liturgical Calendar uses different Lesson Series. 
The Lessons are different in each series. For this Sun-
day's message I reference the Gospel from two of these 
Lesson Series. 
 
Please Read: Luke 24:13-35 and Luke 24:44-49...April 
26, 2020...Third Sunday of Easter. 
 

 
 

Luke 24:13-35...The Road to Emmaus..."The Question" 
 

Emmaus ( "warm spring") is a small village to the West and North Of 
Jerusalem. The exact location is not known. Two disciples of JESUS are 
walking to Emmaus from Jerusalem. One is named Cleopas. The other is 
not named. As they are walking and discussing recent events, JESUS ap-
proaches. JESUS joins the journey, yet remains silent. At some point JE-
SUS joins the discussion by asking a question. They do not recognize 
Him. They stop temporarily and ask JESUS a question. JESUS responds 
with a second question. The journey came to a point where JESUS want-
ed to move on. They responded by asking JESUS to stay with them for 
the evening. This invitation and hospitality is expected in the Jewish tra-
dition. As they are breaking bread, JESUS reveals Himself and suddenly 
vanishes. The disciples recognize they have personally encountered JE-
SUS and proceed back to Jerusalem to tell His disciples. 
 
JESUS desires to walk with us on every step of our life journey. He is 
always present. We fail to recognize   Him because of fear, doubt, sad-
ness, and unbelief. When life is uncertain, when the future is in doubt, 
JESUS enters the conversation.  JESUS enters the conversation with 
"The Question". The question most often is "Do YOU trust me _______? 
Enter your name. This aspect of JESUS’ Minis-
try is His way of helping us face our fears, 
doubts, and challenges. We can hide nothing 
from JESUS. Psalm 139:7-12...Hebrews 4:12-
13   His initial question is often followed by an-
other question: "Why don't YOU trust me"? The 
questions are not designed to embarrass or hu-
miliate us. The questions are designed to move 
us to confession and remind us of the infinite 
and abundant Grace available to us through the 
Suffering, Death, and Resurrection of JESUS! 
 
Continued on next page 



GIVING OFFERINGS TO MY CONGREGATION 
IN DIFFICULT TIMES   

 
By Mark Hofman, executive director of LCMS Mis-

sion Advancement 
 
For LCMS congregations to survive — and thrive — our 
worship offerings must continue as much as possible 
when the world is largely locked down and people are 
prohibited by law or, by a desire to keep pestilence 
from spreading, from attending church services. 
 
This is hardly a demand of you to give in tough times. 
You are free to choose and make decisions that are 
best for you, made by you. Giving to the Lord is be-
tween you and the Lord. 
 
We confess this: All charitable giving is voluntary. All 
charitable giving is a prayerful response to the Gospel. 
Our salvation is not rooted in what we give or what we 
do; rather, it is already secure because of what Christ 
has accomplished for us.  If you are able to give, 
please mail your offerings  to:  
 

St. Peters. Ev. Lutheran Church 
1200 Arnold Street 

Three Rivers, MI 49093 
 

God Bless, Stay Safe, and Thank You 

Your Treasurer, Terri 
 
 

LUKE 24:44-49...Don't get ahead of yourself… 
Don't get ahead of JESUS! 

 
In these instructions to His disciples, JESUS follows the KISS Principle. 
He tells them to GO...STAY...WAIT.       JESUS does not tell them to 
do the following: make a budget...form boards or committees...make 
one year, two year, five year, etc. plans...write a constitution. JESUS 
wanted them, as he wants us, to wait for His discernment and provision. 
The list I mentioned has to do with the temporal, not the eternal. The list 
has nothing to do with salvation and forgiveness. The list becomes use-
ful as JESUS leads us to incorporate the items into the life of the church. 
The list is intended to aide us in our Witness and Mission: Proclaim in 
Thought, Word, and Deed JESUS CHRIST CRUCIFIED! JESUS 
CHRIST RESURRECTED! The list is not intended to be the focus of 
the Witness and Mission.   
 
Please read: Acts 1:12-26. As the disciples were waiting in Jerusalem, 
they arrived at the decision to replace Judas Iscariot.  Even though Peter 
uses Scripture as a justification to proceed with a process to replace Ju-
das, there is no direct word from JESUS, to the disciples, to replace Ju-
das.  JESUS gave no such instruction. The "casting of lots" used to 
choose Mathias, is the last time this method of decision making among 
believers is mentioned in the New Testament. This is the last time Ma-
thias is mentioned, by name, in the New Testament. Some scholars have 
concluded that Saul/Paul was JESUS' choice. 
 
In the process of trying to do the will of JESUS. sometimes we forget 
the paradox: Don't get in JESUS way!  A good idea does not always 
mean the HOLY SPIRIT is behind it.  Follow JESUS!  
Do not get in JESUS' Way! 
         
         

    Amen...Pastor Bob 


