
 
Communion will be offered on the first and third  Sundays of the month 

 
   Our service begins at 9:15 a.m.  We will conduct a worship service 
inside and outside by using our FM transmitter simultaneously. If you 
choose to remain in the parking lot please tune your radio to Station 
87.9 FM in your vehicle.    
                            
Our 10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service has been cancelled, in lieu of 
starting Adult Bible Class October 11th. 
     
FYI:  Michigan’s current order has been extended until October 27th  
regarding wearing masks and social distancing.    
        

 IF ENTERING THE CHURCH:  (Due to social distancing please read 
below)  
  
 1.  If you choose to enter the church for worship service please 
 wear your mask apply sanitizer to your hands, so you can sign 
 in.  
 
 2.  Please use the center aisle to enter the sanctuary.  
  
 3.   Do not sit in the pews marked off-limits with a thin red rope.  
 No more then two people should sit in a pew unless they are liv
 ing in the same household.  
 
 4.   We will dismiss from the rear pews first.  Exit using the side 
 aisles.  Do not exit the pews using the center aisle unless you 
 are handicapped.  
                 

Let’s continue to Stay Safe .  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

     

We believe that God has called us to… 
   
      

  Reach Out to All 
   Embrace His Gifts 
    Announce His Coming 
     Commit to Christian Living 

 St. Peter’s Evangelical  Lutheran Church 
Pastor Ron Moritz  Deacon Ed Smallcombe 

     
               Non-Communion Sunday 
             Sunday,  October 11,  2020 

“ The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a wedding feast for his son…” 

Matthew 22:2 



Order of Service 
 

Opening Hymn—The Church is One Foundation 
 
Collect for the Day:  Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You 
for our salvation. Deal with us not in the severity of Your judgment 
but by the greatness of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   
 

Scripture Readings for the Day: 
 
 First Reading - Old Testament:  Isaiah 25:6– 9 
6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make 
for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well -
aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.  
7And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 
over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 8He will 
swallow up death forever;  and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away 
from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9It will be said on that 
day,“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he 
might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 
Epistle:  Philippians 4:4–13 
 4 Rejoice in the Lord always; Again, I will say, Rejoice. 5 
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand;    6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Je-
sus. 
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, what-
ever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is com-
mendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and re-
ceived and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that 
now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were 
indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.  

11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought 
low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I 
have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 

 
Gospel:  Matthew 22:1–14 
 1 Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call those who were in-
vited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent 
other servants, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding feast.’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his 
farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, 
treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and 
he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their 
city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and 
invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those serv-
ants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both 
bad and good. So, the wedding hall was filled with guests.11 “But 
when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man 
who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how 
did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was 
speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 
and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 
 
 
 
 



  
          Today’s Sermon Review                                                                     

        (Answers revealed next Sunday)                                                         
“God’s Banquet is not for: Party Poopers or Party Crashers” 

 

Matthew 22:1-14 
 
 Introduction:   Today’s OT and Epistle readings describe God’s 
 Heavenly B________________ and the joy of those attending. 
The Gospel identifies the 2 wrong responses to God’s I________________. 
 
 I.  Don’t be a Party Pooper! 
 A. Oriental Banquet Customs 
  1. Guests knew the host’s plan in A___________________ 
      The date and place TBA 
      Attendance was E______________________! 
  2. Failure to attend was considered an I________________ 
       (Excuses only made matters worse) 
  3. The issue is man’s rejection of God’s plan of Salvation. 
 
 B. Application to God’s People 
  1. Our invitation from God is pure grace (undeserved  
  L______________) 
  2. Excuses only insult the God who loves us enough to sacri
  fice His only Begotten Son to pay for our sin. 
  3. We never R_______________ accepting His invitation. 
 
 II. Don’t be a Party Crasher! 
 A. Jesus offers a follow-up parable to emphasize God’s Righteous-
ness is the only way. 
  1. The symbolism of the White Robe for wedding  
  G______________ 
  2. “To Cover” means ‘To F___________________’ 
        (God must cover us, i.e. Genesis 3:21) 
  
 B. Application to God’s People 
  1. The Banquet can only be entered on God’s T____________ 
  (not ours) 
  2. Self-righteousness always ends in God’s   
  R______________________ 
  3. The Righteousness of Christ is our ‘covering’ for  
  E_______________ 

Nicene Creed:      
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,    
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light,  very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance  with the Father, by whom all things were made;  
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to 
the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead,  whose kingdom will have no 
end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. 
 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look  
for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to 
come.  Amen.  
  

Sermon: ““God’s Banquet is not for:  Party Poopers or 
Party Crashers”         Matthew 22:1-14 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
Prayers:  Pray for our country, for those that are 
sick, for those in need, for our home-bound,  for wis-
dom for our leaders in this time of the virus, for the 
firefighters and those dealing with the fires on the 
west coast, and for all of your concerns. 
 

 
Closing Hymn—Beautiful Savior  

Answers to last week’s sermon review (10/4/20):   Owner, 
Church, Religious, Jesus, People, Patience, Judgement, Privilege, 
Freedom, Accountability, Claim, Sacrifice  



Opening Hymn:  # 644 The Church’s One Foundation  vs. 1–5 
 

 
 

Text and tunes: Public domain 
Theses songs are on the website thanks to the Hymnal Project 

Closing Hymn:  # 537  Beautiful Savior  vs 1-4           

   

REMINDER:   
Daylight Savings Time 

 ends on Sunday, November 1, 2020   
 

 On Oct. 31, before going to sleep, 
turn your clock back an hour. 



FYI - ST. PETER’S NEW MAILING ADDRESS:   
   

P.O. BOX 327,  Three Rivers, MI 49093  
 

Please begin to use our post office box for all in-
coming mail.   We have discovered it is safer to 
use our P.O. Box number.  Thanks 

Let’s keep in contact with others not 

able to attend worship.  They miss 

us and we miss them. 

KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP 

Notes from Pastor:  
 BULLETIN NOTES FOR COMING WEEKS 
 
 
Today, Sunday, October 11 we resume our 
morning Adult Bible Study at 10:15 AM in 
Zimmerman Hall.  The larger room allows us 
to social distance.  Sunday School will continue to be during the 
9:15 AM service. 
 
We will add Holy Communion to our Reformation Service on Octo-
ber 25. 
 
The Council Meeting on September 21 agreed on the follow-

ing worship services* 

 
Thanksgiving Eve, Nov. 26 at 6:00 PM 
 
Wed. December 2 Advent communion services at 11:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM  (Brown bag lunch being considered after the 11:00 
AM service) 
Wed’s., December 9 & 16 Advent services at 11:00 AM only 
(Brown bag lunches TBD) 
Thurs., December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
Service at 4:00 PM   (NO Christmas Day service this year.) 
 

*All services will be transmitted to our car radios as we do on 

Sundays. 

On Sunday, October 25 our next Vot-
ers Assembly  

 
will be held in the sanctuary immediately 
after service.  Those in their cars may 
simply keep their radio tuned to 87.9 FM 
to hear the discussion.   
 Voting ballots for action items will 
be distributed & collected inside and out.  
While the October 19 Council meeting will 

finalize the agenda we do anticipate voting on the following: 
 
     1. We agree to allow current elected officers to continue to 
 serve through 2021  (with new elections after Covid                     
 restrictions are removed – those interested in  being an        
 officer, trustee or elder for the coming term, please contact         
 Jan in the church office.) 
       
      2. Adoption of the 2021 Mission & Ministry Budget 
 (anticipated to be similar to  2020). 

 FYI:  St. Peters is in our 125
th

 year of ministry.   
 
This 125

th
 anniversary year culminates on May 

31 (the date in 1896 when our first constitution 
was adopted).  Appropriate anniversary events 
for 2021 will be considered early in the new 
year. 


