
 
Communion will be offered on the first and third  Sundays of the month 

 
   Our service begins at 9:15 a.m.  We will conduct a worship service 
inside and outside simultaneously by using our FM transmitter . If you 
choose to remain in the parking lot please tune your radio to Station 
87.9 FM in your vehicle.    
                            
Our 10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service has been cancelled, in lieu of 
starting Adult Bible Class October 11th. 
     
FYI:  Michigan’s current order has been extended until October 27th  
regarding wearing masks and social distancing.    
        

 IF ENTERING THE CHURCH:  (Due to social distancing please read 
below)  
  
 1.  If you choose to enter the church for worship service please 
 wear your mask apply sanitizer to your hands, so you can sign 
 in.  
 
 2.  Please use the center aisle to enter the sanctuary.  
  
 3.   Do not sit in the pews marked off-limits with a thin red rope.  
 No more then two people should sit in a pew unless they are liv
 ing in the same household.  
 
 4.   We will dismiss from the rear pews first.  Exit using the side 
 aisles.  Do not exit the pews using the center aisle unless you 
 are handicapped.  
                 

Let’s continue to Stay Safe .  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

     

We believe that God has called us to… 
   
      

  Reach Out to All 
   Embrace His Gifts 
    Announce His Coming 
     Commit to Christian Living 

 St. Peter’s Evangelical  Lutheran Church 
Pastor Ron Moritz  Deacon Ed Smallcombe 

Reformation Sunday     
 Communion Sunday 

  Sunday,  October 25,  2020 

VOTERS’ MEETING TODAY  
 

Today, our  meeting will take place in the Sanctuary, after 
worship.  Please wear your masks and practice social dis-
tancing.  If you wish to remain in your vehicles, we will be 
transmitting on 87.9 FM radio station. 
If you are staying then come up the hill to the entrance and 
pick up the agenda packet. 
 
If you are not staying, we will see you next week.  Have a 
very Blessed Week. 

 
There will be no Sunday School or  or Bible  Study 

Classes Today  



Order of Service 
 

Opening Hymn—A Mighty Fortress is our God 
 
Collect for the Day: O God, You have commanded us to love You 
above all things and our neighbors as ourselves. Grant us the Spirit to 
think and do what is pleasing in Your sight, that our faith in You may 
never waver and our love for one another may not falter; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
.   

Scripture Readings for the Day: 
 
 Old Testament:   Leviticus 19:1–2, 15–18 
  
1And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to 
all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to 
them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am 
holy. . . . 15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to 
the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your 
neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, 
and you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor: I am 
the Lord.   17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you 
shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of 
him. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of 
your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 
the Lord.” 
 
 
 
Epistle:  Romans 3:21–28  

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 
from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to 
it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 
all who believe. For there is no distinction:   23for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God,   24and are justified by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,   25whom 
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his di-
vine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to 
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 
just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind 
of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold 
that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  

 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 22:34–46 
  
34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together. 35And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to 
test him. 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37And 
he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first com-
mandment. 39And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as your-
self. 40On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a 
question, 42saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” 
They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then 
that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 
44“‘The Lord said to my Lord,  Sit at my right hand, until I put your ene-
mies under your feet’? 
45If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46And no one was able 
to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any 
more questions. 

   
Apostles’ Creed:  

   
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  maker of heaven and 
earth. 
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life † everlasting. Amen. 



  
 

Today’s Sermon Review. 
“We Are All in the Same Boat!”   Romans 3:21-28 

 
Introduction: The tragedy of an E___________ Life Boat. 

  St. Paul emphasizes the U_________________ of the human condition 

We ALL sin - Are ALL lost - ALL need Jesus Christ 

 

  I. The sinking ship of humanity 

  A. Sin D________________   All are now subject to   

  D________ 

 

  II.  Lost at sea 

   A. All are totally H_________________ 

 (Danger of  ‘self-help’ - can one drowning person save another?) 

   B. Leads to H_____________  

            (We live in an age of spiritual despair and cynicism)  

 

 III.  The “L_______________ of Jesus Christ” 

  A. He is our only source of R__________ 

  B. How tragic that many refuse and trust the wrong   

   S_________ 

  C. Comfort and Hope for those who trust Him 

  D. Numbered among the saved, we now join Christ’s rescue  

   mission. 

 

 Eternally secure in Christ, we take the risk of H__________others 

 

 Illustration: Lifeboat crew:   “We have to go out, we don’t have to  

 C_________ B_________” 

 

  

Sermon: “We are All in the Same Boat!”                 Ro-
mans 3:21-28 

Lord’s Prayer 
Communion 

 
Prayers:  Pray for our country, for those that are 
sick, for those in need, for our home-bound,  for 
wisdom for our leaders in this time of the virus, for 
the firefighters and those dealing with the fires on 
the west coast, and for all of your concerns. 
 

 

Closing Hymn:  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in 
Your Word 
 

 

 
 

Let’s keep in contact with others not 

able to attend worship.  They miss 

us and we miss them. 
Answers to last week’s Sermon Review:  (10/18/20)   Use, Heart, Trick,        

Flattery, Idolatry, Self-Serving, Comfortable, Un-Comfortable, Steward-

ship, Waste, Hoarding, Security, Everything, Lordship  



OPENING HYMN:  # 656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   
 1 A mighty fortress is our God,     
     A trusty shield and weapon; 
  He helps us free from ev’ry need 
  That hath us now o’ertaken. 
  The old evil foe 
  Now means deadly woe; 
  Deep guile and great might 
  Are his dread arms in fight; 
  On earth is not his equal. 

  2 With might of ours can naught be done, 
      Soon were our loss effected; 
  But for us fights the valiant One, 
  Whom God Himself elected. 
  Ask ye, Who is this? 
  Jesus Christ it is, 
      Of Sabaoth Lord, 
      And there’s none other God; 
  He holds the field forever. 

  3 Though devils all the world should fill, 
      All eager to devour us, 
  We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
      They shall not overpow’r us. 
  This world’s prince may still 
  Scowl fierce as he will, 
      He can harm us none. 
      He’s judged; the deed is done; 
  One little word can fell him. 

  4 The Word they still shall let remain 
      Nor any thanks have for it; 
  He’s by our side upon the plain 
      With His good gifts and Spirit. 
  And take they our life, 
  Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
      Though these all be gone, 
      Our vict’ry has been won; 
  The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

Tune and text: Public domain 
  

CLOSING HYMN:   # 655  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast 
in Your Word 

 

 1  Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
 Curb those who by deceit or sword 
 Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
 And bring to naught all He has done. 

  2  Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
 For You are Lord of lords alone; 
 Defend Your holy Church that we 
 May sing Your praise eternally. 

  3  O Comforter of priceless worth, 
 Send peace and unity on earth; 
 Support us in our final strife 
 And lead us out of death to life. 

 Text: Public domain 

 FYI:  St. Peters is in our 125
th

 year of ministry.   
 
This 125

th
 anniversary year culminates on May 31 

(the date in 1896 when our first constitution was 
adopted).  Appropriate anniversary events for 

2021 will be considered early in the new year. 



KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP 

 
 

 

TODAY, October 25 is our Voters Assembly 
which will be held in the sanctuary immediately 
after service.  Those in their cars may simply 
keep their radio tuned  to 87.9 FM to hear the 
discussion. If you are staying for the meeting, 
please return to the entrance after worship, and, 
an agenda package will be given to you.  Voting 
ballots for action items will be distributed & col-
lected inside and out. 
 

 The October 19 Council Meeting did finalize the agenda, we do an-
ticipate voting  on the following: (Due to extended Covid-19 restrictions and 
recommendations, we will be conducting a very brief voter’s meeting.  
Thank you for your understanding. 
  1. Recently, the current vice president has resigned due to medical 
reasons.  During recent council meetings we agree to allow current elected 
officers to continue to serve through 2021. (with new elections after Covid-
19 restrictions are removed – those interested in being an officer, trustee or 
elder for the coming term, please contact Jan in the church office.) 

 
 2.  Adoption of the 2021 St. Peter’s Mission & Ministry Budget (to be 
similar to  2020). 
 
The Council Meeting on September 21 agreed on the following worship 
services* 
 Nov. 26 at 6:00 PM  Thanksgiving Eve,  
 Wed., December 2 Advent communion services at 11:00 AM and 
 6:00 PM  (Brown bag lunch being considered after the 11:00 AM 
 service) 
  Wed’s., December 9 & 16 Advent services at 11:00 AM only 
    (Brown bag lunches TBD) 
 Thurs., December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion at 
 4:00 PM 
    (NO Christmas Day service this year.) 
                                                                                                                                                        
Let us know if there are any concerns regarding the holiday schedules.  We 
will consider any suggestions offered. Please call the church office and 
leave messages on the answering voice mail or send an email.  Or, talk to 
one of the church council officers.       
 

 *All services will be transmitted to our car radios as we do on Sun-
days. 
 
 

 
Quilts and Personal Care 
Kits Thank You to: 
  
• all the ladies who sewed 
and tied the quilts; we had 20 quilts.  
• all who donated items for the personal care kits; we had 
enough items for 35 kits.  
• all who put the kits together and wrapped them.  
• all who put the boxes together and packed the quilts and kits.  
• George and Carol Hagenbuch who delivered the boxes to St. 
Michael’s in. Portage for transport to Lutheran World Relief 
for distribution Mite Collections.  
  
We collect mite offerings year-round. If additional boxes are 
needed, they are in the large LWML purple/white box in the 
Extended Narthex.  Please feel free to empty your small mite 
box donations in plastic bags to put in large LWML mite box. 
This large box is checked on a regular basis.  We send these 
offerings to LWML Michigan District in the spring and fall.  
  
Our spring donation was sent to District in March totaling 
$67.16. In last week’s bulletin, we reported that $300.57 had 
been donated for our fall offering on LWML Sunday.  Addi-
tional monies have been turned in bringing our mite collections 
for 2020 to $393.20. WOW!!  Thank you for your generosity.                
Linda Johnson, LWML President  

REMINDER:   
Daylight Savings Time 

 ends on Sunday, November 1, 2020   
 

 On Oct. 31, before going to sleep, turn 
your clock back an hour. 


