
 
 Greetings!  As you may know, Pastor Robert Bartz has decided 
to change his ministry journey, which includes continuing his stud-
ies to become an Intentional Interim Pastor.     Thank you Pastor 
Bob for your ministry at  St. Peters, and revealing your devoted wit-
nessing for Jesus.  In June, (date TBA) we are planning an Appre-
ciation Pot-Luck Lunch honoring Pastor Bob for his ministry.  We 
are accepting $$$ gift donations for him during the month of May 
and part of June. Please indicate as such on your donations.  We 
will present the gift to Pastor Bob at the pot-luck lunch. Thank You 
Pastor Bob, until we meet again.     

Today, please join me in welcoming Pastor Ron C. Moritz to St. 
Peters. Pastor Ron has accepted our  vacancy pastor position until 
such time we call a permanent pastor. Pastor Moritz, we feel 
blessed for your future ministry at St. Peters.  

I know we are all anxious to meet at church once again.  As the 
“Stay at Home Order” loosens its grip,  we will open the church 
building slowly.  However, for now, Pastor Moritz will perform a 
worship service outside, if weather permits. Our first attempt will be 
next Sunday, May 10th at 11 a.m. on Mother’s Day.                        

People attending will remain in their vehicle so come a bit early.  
Upon your arrival, drive up to the main entrance door.  We will 
pass out the bulletin with a sealed communion meal and direct you 
to a parking spot. The “six foot social distance” recommendation 
will be followed. We will use a speaker during the service so every-
one can listen from their vehicle. Trucks and high profile vehicles 
should park in the far east lot so others can see without obstruc-
tion. (We hope the pre-packed meals are not backordered.) 

Keep praying the  “Prayer of Mercy” at noon 
each day.  Miss you!  See you Soon ! ! !                                 
Please continue to STAY SAFE.       

Jan Martin, St. Peter’s President 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,          
      
                  
     Along with this introductory bio I join you 
in thanking Pastor Bob for his years of faith-
ful ministry at St. Peters.   Both of us served 
in the Northern Illinois District prior to our 
moving to S.W. Michigan.  It is a blessing to 
know of his prayerful support of our new 
phase in ministry.     
      
     I am a native of suburban Chicago.  I met 
my wife Lorelle while attending CURF (she also spent 2 years at 
CCAA).  We married in 1968 and are blessed with 3 children and 2 
grandsons.  Lorelle spent  35 years in Lutheran Education.  I 
served 5 congregations including Frankenmuth and Rochester.  
Along with my undergraduate and seminary degrees I have an MS 
in Gerontology.  I am currently the spiritual advisor to Lutheran 
Church Charities (Comfort Dog Ministry).            
     After completing my administrative career I became an Inten-
tional Interim Pastor.  Over 10 years I served 7 congregations in-
cluding  Paw Paw, Petoskey, Grand Haven and Sturgis.  My new 
role as part time pastor is providing pastoral care to God’s people 
of St Peters.  
     We live on Hemlock Lake north of Marcellus.  As time goes on 
you will learn more of my background and I of yours.  To this end 
we pray God’s blessings. 
 
 In Christ, Pastor Ronald C. Moritz 
 

 

 

 Text: John 10:1-10   “A Good Shepherd for Every Age” 

 

Introduction:   Don’t T_______________ your Spiritual life away. 

Our Good Shepherd cares for us during every stage of life. 

 

  I.  I_______________ 

A. Our Shepherd claims us in B_______________ 

 1. We receive the name ‘Christian’ 

 2. Joins us to M_________ & S_________ of every age. 

B. God calls us by name and makes us His own. 

II. Y______________ 

A. Being a teenager is more difficult than ever before 

B. Through it all, our Shepherd gives A____________ 

C. Example of teenager named Mark 

1. Ran away scared in the Garden of G______________ 

2. Deserted Paul on his first M_________________ trip 

3. Yet, Jesus never left him. 

                           He wrote the second G________ of the New Testament 

III. A__________________ 

A. Our name is part of infancy & Assurance is part of youth 

    The mark of adulthood is T_____________ 

B. The sheep know the Shepherd’s V______________ 

1. God’s Word speaks to us today 

2. The challenge to grow to Spiritual M________________ 

 Illustration: the two principles of the U.S. Marines 

IV. He is with us in D_____________ 

A. Laid down His life for His sheep 

B. Removed the B_____________ that divides us from God   

      Death itself is defeated! 

 Illustration: 1992 Olympic race - “We will cross the line 

T______________” 

C. Jesus leads us ‘through the valley of the shadow of death.’ 

  

Conclusion: We have a Good Shepherd for Every age of life; Jesus 

Christ! 

Pastor Moritz’s preaching style includes 
an outline of his Sunday  Sermon with 
blanks for you to fill in key words.  He 
will give you the first letter as a hint.  Us-
ing the outline is optional.  A copy of the 
outline with all the blanks filled in will be 
on the church bulletin board and will be 
listed in next week's bulletin.  For members without internet and 
cannot listen to his sermon, please research the text listed.  Pas-
tor’s sermon will include a visual object. 



GIVING OFFERINGS TO MY CONGREGATION IN 
DIFFICULT TIMES   

 
By Mark Hofman, executive director of LCMS Mission 

Advancement 
 
For LCMS congregations to survive — and thrive — our 
worship offerings must continue as much as possible 
when the world is largely locked down and people are pro-
hibited by law or, by a desire to keep pestilence from 
spreading, from attending church services. 
 
This is hardly a demand of you to give in tough times. You 
are free to choose and make decisions that are best for 
you, made by you. Giving to the Lord is between you and 
the Lord. 
 
We confess this: All charitable giving is voluntary. All 
charitable giving is a prayerful response to the Gospel. 
Our salvation is not rooted in what we give or what we 
do; rather, it is already secure because of what Christ has 
accomplished for us.  If you are able to give, please mail 
your offerings  to:  
 

St. Peters. Ev. Lutheran Church 
1200 Arnold Street 

Three Rivers, MI 49093 
 

God Bless, Stay Safe, and Thank You 

Your Treasurer, Terri 
 
 

4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
First Reading Acts 2:42-47 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued 
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved.  
 
Epistle: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suf-
fering because they are conscious of God. 

20 
But how is it to your credit if 

you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for 
doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To 
this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an exam-
ple, that you should follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was 
deceit found in his mouth. 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted him-
self to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his 
wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going 
astray,”[b] but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls. 

Holy Gospel: John 10:1-10 

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen 
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The 
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from 
him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this 
figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling 
them. 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through 
me will be saved.[a] They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A19-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30425b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26491a

