
 
Communion will be offered on the first and third  Sundays of the month 

 
First service begins at 9:15 a.m.   

We will conduct a worship service inside and outside by using our FM 
transmitter simultaneously . If you choose to remain in the parking lot 
please tune your radio to Station 87.9 FM in your vehicle.    
                            
                Second service is at 10:30 a.m.       
Please be notified today is the last day for that time slot.  Beginning 
next Sunday, we will offer inside and outside worship service at 9:15 
a.m. only.     
           

 IF ENTERING THE CHURCH:  (Due to social distancing please read 
below)  
  
 1.  If you choose to enter the church for worship service please 
 wear your mask apply sanitizer to your hands, so you can sign in.  
 
 2.  Please use the center aisle to enter the sanctuary.  
  
 3.   Do not sit in the pews marked off-limits with a thin red rope.  
 No more then two people should sit in a pew unless they are liv
 ing in the same household.  
 
 4.   We will dismiss from the rear pews first.  Exit using the side 
 aisles.  Do not exit the pews using the center aisle unless you are  
 handicapped.  
                 

Let’s continue to Stay Safe .  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

Order of Service 
     

. 

We believe that God has called us to… 
   
      

  Reach Out to All 
   Embrace His Gifts 
    Announce His Coming 
     Commit to Christian Living 
       Honor His Word 
  
     

 St. Peter’s Evangelical  Lutheran Church 
Pastor Ron Moritz  Deacon Ed Smallcombe 

     
               Non-Communion Sunday 

             Sunday,  September 27,  2020 



Collect for the Day: Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the 
place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
Opening Hymn—Oh Holy Blessed Trinity 
 
Scritpture Readings for the Day: 
 
Nicene Creed:      
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,    
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light,  very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance  with the Father, by whom all things were made;  who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead,  whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who pro-
ceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the proph-
ets. 
 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look  
for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come.  
Amen.   

Sermon: “It’s Tough Being Like Jesus” - Philippians 2:1-11 
Lord’s Prayer 

 
Closing Hymn—Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise   
     
These two hymns are  recorded just below the Bulletin Section on our 
Web Page.—What’s Happening—thanks to the Hymnal Project. 

 Old Testament  -  Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

 
1
The word of the Lord came to me: 

2
“What 

do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge’? 

3
As I live, declares the Lord God, this prov-

erb shall no more be used by you in Israel. . 
4
Behold, all souls are 

mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: 
the soul who sins shall die. . .  

25
“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord 

is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not 
your ways that are not just? 

26
When a righteous person turns away 

from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the 
injustice that he has done he shall die. 

27
Again, when a wicked per-

son turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does 
what is just and right, he shall save his life. 

28
Because he consid-

ered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had com-
mitted, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 

29
Yet the house of Israel 

says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my 
ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 

30
“Therefore I will 

judge you, O house of Israel, everyone according to his ways, de-
clares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, 
lest iniquity be your ruin. 

31
Cast away from you all the transgres-

sions that you have committed and, make yourselves a new heart 
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 

32
For I have 

no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; So turn, 
and live.” 
 
 

Epistle  -  Philippians 2:1–18       1If there is any encouragement in 
Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any af-
fection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do 
nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more sig-
nificant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 5Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ  Jesus, 6who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name,  



  
          Today’s Sermon Review                                                                     

        (Answers revealed next Sunday)                                                         
 
 Text: Philippians 2:1-11   “It’s Tough Being Like Jesus” 

 
 Introduction: “The Peter Principle” 

Potentially we can all rise to the level of our I___________________ 
  Yet, we are called to “Be like Christ” 
 
 I. Christ-like Q___________________ (“He humbled Himself”) 
 A. “Made Himself Nothing” - E____________ Himself of Divine 
 Power 
 B. “Refused to grasp” - did not take full advantage of what was 
 H________ 
 C. “Obedient unto death” - accepted a C_______________ 
 C___________ 
 
II. “Therefore, God highly exalted Him” 
 A. Jesus W___________ for God’s way & God’s time 
            (He was a receiver not a taker) 
 B. In response to Jesus’ humility, God the Father: 
  1. “Exalted Jesus” (The victory of the 
R___________________) 
   2. “Gave Him the highest N______________” (above all o
   others) 
   3. “Requires all to H______________ Him” (Every knee 
   WILL bow) 
 
III. “YOUR  A________________ should be the same as Jesus” 
  A. We are NOT asked to do what Jesus did 
              (But to adopt His A______________ as our own) 
  B. Honor God with: 
  1. Self- D_____________ 
        (An honest self concept vrs. ‘Vain Conceit’) 
   2. S__________________ 
 (Putting others before self vrs. “Considering ourselves better”) 
     3. O__________________ in giving 
         (Self-sacrifice vrs. “Selfish ambition”) 

Epistle continued: 
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heav-
en and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, 
so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my ab-
sence, work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling, 13for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 
 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that 
you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, 
among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to 
the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I 
did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured 
out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I 
am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be 
glad and rejoice with me. 
 
Gospel  -  Matthew 21:23–27     

23
When [Jesus] entered the 

temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up 
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you   
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 

24
Jesus 

answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell 
me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 

25
The baptism of John, from where did it come? 

From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, 
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 

26
But if we say, ‘From man,’ 

we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 
prophet.”  

27
So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 

said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 

 
Prayer:  Pray for our country, for those that are sick, 
for those in need, for our home-bound,  for wisdom 
for our leaders in this time of the virus, for the fire-
fighters and those dealing with the fires on the west 
coast, and for all of your concerns. 

MAY BLESSINGS FOLLOW YOU THIS WEEK  UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN!   

Answers to last week’s sermon review (9/20/20):   “Gift”,  Zac-
chaeus, Fishermen, Vegetarian, Redemption, New, Mentally, Emo-
tionally,  Personally, All, Apostle, Witness, Evangelist.    



LADIES AID PROJECT:  Lutheran World 

Relief (LWR) Personal Care Kits 

Beginning today, 9/6/20 thru 9/27/20, we are collecting the fol-

lowing items listed below.     A collection box is in the extended 

narthex.  We will ship these kits along with our quilts to LWR for 

the October In-Gathering.  See items needed for each kit: 

  1   Lightweight bath towel 20” x 40” or 27” x 52”(dark colors 

please)   

2-3  Bath-sized bar soap in original package;   

1     Adult-Sized toothbrush;     

 1    Sturdy comb;      

 1    Metal nail clipper                                        

Thanking you in advance for supporting this project. 

Let’s keep in contact with others not 

able to attend worship.  They miss 

us and we miss them. 

KEEPING YOU IN THE LOOP 

On October 4
th

, St. Peter’s will celebrate  LWML Sunday.   

We will only have our 9:15 AM service that day.  In the service we 

will dedicate the quilts the ladies have made for 

Lutheran World Relief.  We will also gather a 

‘noisy can’ offering in the service.  The Ladies of 

LWML will circulate through the church and park-

ing lot with decorated cans containing loose 

change inviting each of us to place our loose 

change (paper also accepted) into the containers 

to be added to the ‘Mite Box’ offerings LWML gathers to support a 

wide variety of mission projects at home & abroad.   

Remember to fill your pockets with loose change on October 

FYI - ST. PETER’S NEW MAILING ADDRESS:   
   

P.O. BOX 327,  Three Rivers, MI 49093  
 

Please begin to use our post office box for all in-
coming mail.   We have discovered it is safer to 
use our P.O. Box number.  Thanks 
 

Notes from Pastor:  BULLETIN NOTES FOR 

COMING WEEKS 

* Today, September 27 IS OUR FINAL 10:30 

AM OUTDOOR SERVICE.  Starting next Sun-

day, October 4 we will only have our regular 

9:15 AM (in door & parking lot) service. 

 *After service next Sunday, those in their cars are invited 

into the sanctuary to see the quilts our ladies have made for Lu-

theran World Relief.   Please social distance and wear your mask. 

 *Sunday, October 11 we resume our morning Adult Bible 

Study at 10:15 AM in Zimmerman H   all.  The larger room allows 

us to social distance.  Sunday School will continue to be during the 

9:15 AM service. 

 *We will add Holy Communion to our Reformation Service 

on October 25  



On Sunday, October 25 our next Voters 
Assembly  

 
will be held in the sanctuary immediately 
after service.  Those in their cars may 
simply keep their radio tuned to 87.9 FM to 
hear the discussion.   
 Voting ballots for action items will be 
distributed & collected inside and out.  
While the October 19 Council meeting will 

finalize the agenda we do anticipate voting on the following: 
 
     1. We agree to allow current elected officers to continue to 
 serve through 2021  (with new elections after Covid                     
 restrictions are removed – those interested in  being an off
 icer, trustee or elder for the coming term, please contact Jan 
 in the church office.) 
       
      2. Adoption of the 2021 Mission & Ministry Budget 
 (anticipated to be similar to  2020). 
 
The Council Meeting on September 21 agreed on the following 

worship services* 

 
Thanksgiving Eve, Nov. 26 at 6:00 PM 
 
Wed., December 2 Advent communion services at 11:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM  (Brown bag lunch being considered after the 11:00 
AM service) 
Wed’s., December 9 & 16 Advent services at 11:00 AM only 
(Brown bag lunches TBD) 
Thurs., December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
Service at 4:00 PM   (NO Christmas Day service this year.) 
 

*All services will be transmitted to our car radios as we do on 

Sundays. 

 FYI:  St. Peters is in our 125
th

 year of ministry.   
 
This 125

th
 anniversary year culmi-

nates on May 31 (the date in 1896 
when our first constitution was 
adopted).  Appropriate anniver-
sary events for 2021 will be con-
sidered early in the new year. 


